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Name of the project 

 

AP09260449 «Production everyday life at defence 

enterprises in Kazakhstan and Urals-Volga Region of 

Russia in the years of the Great Patriotic War: a 

comparative analysis» (0223РК00610) 

Relevance 

 

The study of industrial everyday life on the materials of 

Kazakhstan and the Ural-Volga region of Russia allows us 

to identify the common and special in the living and 

working conditions, labour motivation and self-

identification of people taking into account the shift of the 

industrial centre of the USSR to the East. Turning to the 

experience of production everyday life of workers of 

defence enterprises allows us to reconstruct the life of the 

leading social group of Soviet society, which appeared in 

the previous works under the impersonal names of 

"industrial cadres" or "labour resources". 

Purpose 

 

The aim of the project is a comprehensive comparative 

analysis of the production everyday life of workers in the 

defence enterprises of Kazakhstan and the Ural-Volga 

region of Russia during the Great Patriotic War. 

Objectives 1. to characterise the changes in the quantitative and 

qualitative composition of workers of defence enterprises 

in the rear regions of the USSR (gender, age, skill level) 

caused by the war; 

2. to analyse the impact of evacuation processes on 

production everyday life; 

3. to evaluate and compare the ways of mobilisation and 

movement of labour resources from the Central Asian 

Military District (SAVO) to the Ural-Volga region of 

Russia and evacuation of workers of defence enterprises to 

the East; 

4. to analyse the living and working conditions of workers 

from Central Asia and Kazakhstan in the Urals-Volga 

region of Russia; 

5. to examine the material and living and sanitary-hygienic 

conditions of life of the workers of the enterprises; 

6. to investigate the working conditions, salary level, and 

supply system of the workers of the enterprises; 

7. to study the relationships in labour collectives taking 

into account gender, national and migration factors; 

8. to examine the manifestations of deviant behaviour 

among the employees of enterprises; 

9. to study the factors that influence the behaviour and 

motivation of all participants of the labour process; 

10. to analyse the influence of agitation and propaganda 

means on production indicators; 

11. to study the attraction and conditions of child labour at 

defence enterprises;  

12. to analyse the structural changes in gender 

occupational segregation caused by wartime;  

13. to approbate and multiplicate the obtained research 

results by presenting reports at Kazakhstani and 



international scientific conferences; publishing articles in 

peer-reviewed foreign scientific editions indexed by 

international databases and peer-reviewed foreign and 

domestic editions with non-zero impact factor 

(recommended by the Kazakhstan and the Russian 

Federation's Higher Attestation Commission);  

14. to integrate the problematics into the educational 

process by including new topics (modules) in the general 

courses, topics of diploma theses and master's theses.            

The main goals and objectives formulated in the work have 

determined the choice of appropriate conceptual and 

methodological approaches necessary for their solution. 

The research objectives of the project will be solved 

through the introduction and analysis of a new set of 

historical sources, both extracted from archives and 

sources of personal origin, which is one of the main 

prerequisites for achieving the project's goal. 

 

Expected and achieved results 

 

In this project, the main research paradigms are analysed; 

changes in the quantitative and qualitative composition of 

workers are investigated; the specifics of the movement of 

labour resources are presented; the material and living 

conditions of life and work of workers, the level of wages, 

the supply system, relations in labour collectives and 

manifestations of deviant behaviour among workers of 

enterprises are studied; the factors that influenced the 

behaviour and motivation of all participants in the labour 

process are investigated; the involvement of all 

participants in the labour process is analysed. 

The main provisions of the project were tested at the 

conferences of the International Institute of Social History 

(IISH), the Association for Slavic, East European and 

Eurasian Studies (ASEEES), the Society for Central 

Eurasian Studies (CESS), the European Society for Central 

Asian Studies (ESCAS) and etc. The results of the research 

were incorporated into the educational process, 10 topics 

of diploma theses, master's, candidate's (RF) and doctoral 

(PhD) theses were approved. 

During the period of the project realization there were 

published a collective monograph (the author's certificate 

was received) «Production everyday life at the defense 

enterprises of Kazakhstan and the Ural-Volga region of 

Russia in the war years (1941-1945)» Collective 

monograph / Edited by R.S. Zharkynbaeva, M.N. 

Potemkina. - Almaty: Kazak University, 2023. - 379 p., 33 

articles, including 4 in publications included in the Scopus 

database (Q2, Q3), 8 - recommended by Committee for 

control of Education and Science, Higher Attestation 

Commission of RF; 3 - in peer-reviewed foreign 

publications, 18 - in Conference Materials. 

The main provisions and results of the research can be used 

by:  



- specialists of various scientific directions, in particular, 

historians, philosophers, sociologists, political scientists, 

anthropologists and specialists of other humanitarian 

directions; 

- government agencies and analytical structures in 

Kazakhstan and Russia dealing with social policy, labour 

relations, and gender studies; 

The main results of the project will be disseminated among 

research and educational institutions of Kazakhstan and 

Russia, archives of Kazakhstan and Russia, specialised 

foreign research networks, foreign institutes and 

universities, with which members of the research group 

maintain scientific contacts.  

The realisation of the Project will allow state bodies to: 

- create political-legal, socio-economic and organisational 

conditions aimed at improving the system of motivation to 

work for employees of industrial enterprises;   

- will contribute to the improvement of the state social 

policy. 

The study of industrial everyday life makes it possible to 

identify the place of man in the process of production of 

material and intellectual goods, to analyse the motives, 

organisation and results of his labour activity, mechanisms 

of interaction in labour collectives, forms of socio-cultural 

and political-educational work at enterprises and 

institutions and, on this basis, to determine the nature and 

direction of transformations in the economy, politics and 

culture of society.  
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